
by Congressman Terry Everett

Iraq’s recent national election
results will take several weeks to
be tallied, but already the process
has resulted in another triumph
for democracy in a region long-
dominated by totalitarian govern-
ments.  This significant event
cannot, however, be viewed as an
end to the process of democratiz-
ing Iraq, rather it is just the begin-
ning of a long journey.

As I write this column the day
after the December 15 Iraqi elec-
tions, preliminary reports indi-
cate that as much as 70 percent of
the nation may have turned out to
cast ballots.  This could represent
the strongest showing yet for
democracy in the Arab country
which has already made history
by holding two national referen-
dums this year.  Like the January
30 elections for a Transitional
National Assembly and the
October 15 national vote on the
new constitution, the December
15 polling for a permanent Iraqi
assembly was characterized by
higher than expected voter
turnout and very little violence.

As the voting process was
winding down on December 15, I

could not help but notice that
national television news cover-
age of the day was largely
focused on other events - ranging
from a short-lived East Coast ice
storm to squabbles on Capitol
Hill over the new defense bill.
Had Iraqis shunned the vote or
there been major terror attacks in
that country, you can be sure the
national media would have led
with that.  The ultra liberal
Washington Post’s next morning
headline begrudgingly admitted
Iraq’s voter turnout, but interest-
ingly not without throwing in a
jab at the United States:  “Iraqi
Vote Draws Big Turnout of
Sunnis, Anti-U.S. Sentiment Is
Motivator for Many.”

While Washington liberals try
to “spin” last week’s elections as
something less than positive, the
facts speak for themselves.  Three
years ago, Saddam Hussein was
dictator of Iraq and terrorizing his
people.  Today, despite the threats
of terrorists and those bent on
turning back the clock, Iraqis
appear to have turned out to vote
in numbers proportionately high-
er than in U.S. presidential elec-
tions.  Robust showings among
the major ethnic groups of

Shiites, Kurds, and Sunnis illus-
trate that ordinary Iraqis are hun-
gry for democracy and the chance
for a better life.  

No less than 300 parties and
coalitions registered to partici-
pate in last week’s elections
which featured over 7,000 indi-
vidual candidates.

Iraqis were afforded over
33,000 polling stations and 6,400
polling centers to cast their bal-
lots.  Twenty one international
observer groups brought more
than 800 persons to watch the
elections.  And, security at the
polling places was largely left to
the Iraqis themselves.  The out-
come of the historic vote is the
selection of 275 individuals who
will serve four-year terms as
members of the national Council

of Representatives.  This body
will, in turn, select a presidency
council and cabinet of ministers.

For sure, this outpouring of
democracy is being watched
closely by Iraq’s neighbors, par-
ticularly Iran and Syria which are
anything but democratic.  These
regimes and others who support
dictatorship and terrorism in the
Middle East know full well that a
free and democratic Iraq is a
threat to their own political influ-
ence over that region.

Regarding the significance of
the Iraq vote, President Bush said
it best:  “History has shown that
free nations are peaceful nations.
And as Iraqi democracy takes
hold, Iraqi citizens will have a
stake in a common and peaceful
future.

of the county except for the ditch
that is in the other county.

• Motion to accept a “gift”
from Kenneth Grantham, Bruce
McClain and Bill Brunson of a
40 x 100 metal building. Tindell
said the men offered to give the
building (located in Elba)  to the
county with the stipulation that
the county will move the build-
ing and clean the property once
the building has been moved.

• Motion to send out bids to
have the above mentioned build-
ing relocated.

• Motion to purchase six 40-
yard roll off containers from the
previously approved bid.

• Motion to send out bids for a
roll-off truck.

• Motion to purchase four
Mack dump trucks off the state
dump truck bid. Tindell said the
approximate cost of the trucks
will be $91,200 each; however,
he said an auction company
already has offered a net of
$91,600 for the old dump trucks
when the county is ready to sell
them.

County administrator Wilson
Mobley also had a few requests
that were unanimously approved
by commissioners. These includ-
ed:

• Motion to purchase of 34
new voting machines. Mobley
said this is required by federal
law. The machines cost $6,025
each for a total of $204,850. 

• Motion to send out bids for
the courthouse lawn care. As
requested by commissioners,
Mobley said he will ask for a bid
on the Elba and Enterprise court-
houses separately along with a
bid for the lawn care of the coun-
ty complex in New Brockton.

Finally, commissioners
approved a motion made by
Commissioner Dalrymple to start
the process for a location change
of the Cool Springs voting house.
Dalrymple said a new fire
department is nearing comple-
tion in that part of the county, and
the fire department has offered to
let the county use the facility as
the voting place for Cool
Springs.

The next meeting of the Coffee
County Commission will be
Monday, Jan. 9, in the communi-
ty room of the county complex in
New Brockton.

Our readers almost had to go through Christmas without their week-
ly copy of The Elba Clipper last week. A press broke down at our
printer and the situation just kept getting worse as the hours wore
own. Thanks to determination by press operators actually working
around the clock and the Clipper staff working late and back at 6
a.m., most folks got their paper by Thursday. During these crisis
times we wonder aloud why even stay in this crazy business. Then
when the problems are solved and the paper in the mail, we again
find a large part of our answer. It is an unwavering love and satis-
faction of seeing another edition hit the streets. It is a feeling that
has been enjoyed since childhood under the feet of two older gener-
ations of relatives. Those emotions have grown stronger with each
passing year. This surely joins being blessed with a great family and
wonderful friends in contributing to the state of mind expressed to
Heddy a couple of weeks ago when she asked about our “wants” for
Christmas. The response was something about life itself being our
Christmas gift and ended with “Every day is another Christmas for
me.” Our prayer today is that each of you are experiencing the same
emotional highs in your life.

In November news reports carried unusual headlines after a rela-
tively small California community held a school board election.
When the votes were counted there were lots of surprised citizens.
The winner had not campaigned at all, in fact few, if any even knew
him. The winner, with 831 votes, didn’t campaign because he was
in prison. The man is due out in February after being hit right after
qualifying with parole violation from a spousal abuse and drug pos-
session case. His name was at the top of the ballot, which indicates
that at least 831 voters put little or no deep thought into their vote.
Such events can cause a person to marvel that America’s democrat-
ic system has survived (and thrived) for over 200 years!

Society can relax now. A Dutch scientist, with a bit of American
help, designed a computer program which tells us what the smile on
the face of the Mona Lisa means. Here goes . . . Mona Lisa was 83
percent happy, 9 percent disgusted, 6 percent fearful, and 2 percent
angry, according to the British weekly "New Scientist." The
Leonardo Da Vinci masterpiece was painted in the early 1500’s.
There is endless speculation on the identify of the model, a friend,
his mother, self portrait, etc. Some  historians also write that the
artist carried the painting as he moved around and kept improving
(or changing) it until his death.

Death always brings heartbreak to loved ones left behind. It seems
the pain is much worse when the loss of a child is involved. Last
week a 15 year old girl from Geneva died in a one car accident.
While we didn’t know her nor her family, we hurt with the parents
and other relatives and friends. News reports indicate she was a
class act young lady, a tidbit of information that seems to twist the
knife in our aching hearts. The only positive we got from the news-
paper and TV reports of her wreck was the jogging of our memory
and pausing to think of so many other great people we did know
whose life was ended early and so tragically.
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The Elba Police Department,
beginning Monday, Dec. 19,
2005, investigated the following
incidents: one collision with a
parked vehicle, two for dis-
charging a fire arm, one assault,
one incident, two for domestic
violence, one unlawful impris-
onment, one carrying a pistol
without a permit, one criminal
mischief and one burglary.   

Traffic citations issued during
the week were as follows: one
for a suspended driver’s license,
one for no insurance and one for
speeding. 

Daily activity highlights for
the week were as follows: 
MONDAY, DEC. 19 - Coffee
County EMS dispatched to
30366 Hwy. 134 (10:18 a.m.);
Wreck reported in the parking
lot of Kelley Foods (12:10
p.m.); Report of shots fired near
1297 Ann St. (9:20 p.m.).

TUESDAY, DEC. 20 - Coffee
County EMS dispatched to 941
Forest Ave. (3:38 a.m.); Coffee
County EMS dispatched to
23200 Hwy. 189 N. (4:32 a.m.);
Fight in progress on Jackson St.
(9:52 a.m.); Wreck reported in
front of Family Dollar Store
(3:34 p.m.); Coffee County
EMS dispatched to Mulberry
Grocery (6:24 p.m.); Burglary
reported at 1890 Hickman Ave.
(10:46 p.m.).

WEDNESDAY, DEC. 21 -
River stage - 7.97 feet (6:44
a.m.); Two-vehicle wreck
reported at the Elba
MarketPlace (11:22 a.m.); Fight
in progress reported in between

1297 and 1285 Ann St. (3:00
p.m.).

THURSDAY, DEC. 22 - Wreck
reported on Hwy. 189 N. (6:39
a.m.); Coffee County EMS dis-
patched to the wreck on Hwy.
189 N. (6:39 a.m.); Elba Fire
Department dispatched to the
wreck on Hwy. 189 N. (6:47
a.m.); Coffee County EMS dis-
patched to 1031 Teresa St.
(11:20 a.m.).

FRIDAY, DEC. 23 - Domestic
disturbance reported at 1142
Pine Circle (8:33 p.m.).

SATURDAY, DEC. 24 -
Criminal mischief reported at
325 Plant Ave. (2:49 p.m.);
Coffee County EMS dispatched
to 432 Guyton St. (7:37 p.m.);
Possible domestic disturbance
reported at 1325 Highland Dr.
(8:27 p.m.).

SUNDAY, DEC. 25 - River
stage - 10.54 feet (6:15 a.m.);
Accident reported at 1206 Deal
St. (6:49 p.m.); Disturbance
(noise) reported on Jackson
Ave. (7:00 p.m.).

Elba Police Report

CALL

CRIMESTOPPERS

@ 897-3881 

TO REPORT A

CRIME - REMAIN 

ANNOYMOUS

USPS 171-080
is published every Thursday by The Elba Clipper,

417 W. Buford St., Elba, Alabama 36323
Publication Postage paid at Elba, Alabama 36323

Postmaster: Send Address Changes To:
The Elba Clipper, P. O. Box  677,  Elba,  AL 36323-0257

Copyright - all Rights Reserved
TELEPHONE (334) 897-2823 orfax (334) 897-3434

Toll Free 1-888-216-8050 • e-mail  clipper@alaweb.com

John Ferrin Cox - PUBLISHER
Linda M. Hodge - EDITOR
Ricky Mularz - SPORTS

Heddy J. Cox - BUSINESS MANAGER

SUBSCRIPTION RATES
Coffee County & Surrounding Counties - $19 per year

6 Months - $10, including city & state tax
Alabama Counties - $21 per year - including tax

6 months - $11
Outside Alabama - $24 per year - 6 months - $13

• ABUSING CHEMICAL SUB-
STANCES THROUGH CHRIST
A.R.M.S. addiction recovery ministry
services - Thurs. - 7 p.m. - Ino Baptist
Church. Call 565-3970 or visit the
website: www.inobaptist.com.
• ALCOHOL & DRUG RECOV-
ERY SUPPORT GROUP - every
Tuesday at 6 p.m. - Shiloh Baptist
Church of Elba - Call 897-5037 for
more information
• SOCIAL SECURITY REP . -
Courthouse: 4th Tues. 12:30-1:30. Call
FREE 1-800-772-1213
• ROTARY CLUB - Tuesday @
Noon-First First Baptist Church
Fellowship Hall
• ELBA CITY COUNCI L - 2nd &
4th Monday - 6 p.m.-City Hall
• WATER & ELECTRIC - Tuesday
following 2nd Monday-6 p.m. - City
Hall
• ELBA MINISTERIAL ASSN . -
Tues. - 8 a.m. Elba United Methodist
Church Fellowship Hall
•GRIEF SUPPORT GROUP-every
Monday 6:30 p.m.-Elba United
Methodist Church-enter on side on W.
Davis St.-Maggie Garrett Classroom.
• COFFEE COUNTY COMMIS-
SION  -2nd & 4th Monday -
Community Room in Farm Center
Complex @ New Brockton
• LIONS CLUB - 2nd & 4th Tues -
6:30 p.m.  Senior Citizen Center
• ELBA CITY SCHOOL BOARD -
2nd Tues. - 5:30 p.m. - Supt. Office
• AMERICAN LEGION - 1st
Tuesday of every month-7:00 p.m.
Legion Hall , Troy Hwy, 
• MASONIC LODGE 170 - 1st &
3rd Monday of each month- 7 p.m. -
• BAND BOOSTERS - 1st Mon. - 7
p.m. Band Room @ Elba High School
• VETERANS SERVICE
OFFICER - Mon-Fri. 8-12 noon &
12:30 - 4:30 New Brockton @ Farm
Center Complex 894-5858
• COFFEE COUNTY COON
HUNTERS ASSN.- 3rd Sat. - 3 p.m -
Club House
• COFFEE REPUBLICAN
WOMEN - 3rd Wed. Noon - Po Folks,
Enterprise
• ELBA AIRPORT AUTHORITY -
1st Thursday at 5 P.M., the FBO office
at the Airport
• AARP meets every 3rd Tuesday
night of the month
•ELBA ATHLETIC CLUB - 1st &
3rd Monday - 7 p.m. - Elba High boys 
locker room
• NEW SEASONS STUDY CLUB -
Every 3rd Tuesday at 7 p.m.
• ELBA KIWANIS CLUB - 1st & 3rd
Thursday - 7 a.m.  - Ranch House
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Elba General Hospital & Nursing Home
is pleased to announce the practice of

Timothy Jetton, M.D.
Board Certified in Family Practice

Dr. Timothy Jetton is a graduate of the University of
Florida College of Medicine. His post graduate
training was done at the University of Tennessee in
Memphis, Tennessee. He and his wife Shelby have
one son, Andrew, 5-months-old.

Make Appointments beginning Tuesday, Dec. 27th

Office Opens
Tuesday, Jan. 3, 2006

as we welcome Dr. Jetton and his family to Elba

Appointments offered for all ages. Comprehensive services including well
women exams, well child exams and minor dermatological procedures.

Call 897-3800

DRAWING BENEFITS ELBA PLAYGROUND
PROJECT...Elba Mayor James Grimes picked the winning ticket
out of the bag Saturday morning, Dec. 17, for the “Big Basket” prize
pack. The Elba Playground Committee had been selling chances to
win the basket since the Elba Christmas Festival held Nov. 26th.
Mayor Grimes pulled the ticket purchased by Hunter Boswell out of
the bag, and committee members immediately called Boswell to
inform him of his win. Holding the bag for Mayor Grimes as he
picks the ticket is Peyton Dunn. Also on hand for the drawing were
Kristin and Ella Gunnells, Nell Gilmer, Garrett Dunn, Jill Dunn and
Judy Melo. Committee members said almost 600 tickets were sold
raising over $1,000 for the Elba Playground project. For more
information about the playground project visit the website at:
www.elbaalabama.net/playground.

Iraqis continue to support democracy


