
The Elba Police Department
this week announced the arrests
of two individuals in regards to
separate sex related incidents.

Andy Gunter, investigator
with the Elba Police Department,
said the parent of an 8-year-old
white female reported an alleged

sexual abuse incident to fellow
Investigator Tony Harrison. He
said the incident reportedly
occurred Tuesday, July 4.

Gunter said the department’s
investigation of the incident led
to a warrant being obtained for
the arrest of Francisco Paulino
Florencio, a Hispanic male.
Florencio was arrested Thursday,
July 20, by patrol officers with
the Enterprise Police Department
and transported to the Elba
Police Department for interroga-
tion.

Afterwards, Gunter said
Florencio was placed in the
Coffee County Jail where he
remained Tuesday at press time.
Florencio is charged with sexual
abuse in the first degree. 

A separate sex-related incident
led to the arrest Monday, July 24,
of Duey Ray Sims, age 39, of
Enterprise. Investigator Gunter
said Sims was charged with 11
counts of rape in the second
degree and 10 counts of sodomy
in the second degree in the Elba
division. He also said the depart-

ment was working to obtain war-
rants Tuesday, July 25, against
Sims for his arrest on two addi-
tional counts of rape in the sec-
ond degree and two additional
counts of sodomy in the second
degree in the Enterprise division.

Gunter said Sims is alleged to
have had a sexual relationship
with a now 16-year-old juvenile
white female over a period of
time spanning from July 2003
until present time. He said the
victim was 13-years-old when
the relationship allegedly began.

Gunter said the incidents were
reported by the parents of the
victim to Investigator Harrison,
and his investigation led to Sims’
arrest. Assisting the Elba Police
Department with Monday’s
arrest of Sims were the district
attorney’s office, Coffee County
Sheriff’s Department, ABC and
ABI agents.

In both cases, Gunter said the
suspects were identified as
acquaintances of the victim’s
families prior to the alleged
incidents.
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Coffee County Commission
Chairman Bernest Brooks
revealed an ongoing investiga-
tion in regards to missing funds
Monday, July 24, during the
commission’s regular bimonthly
meeting.

At the end of
the meeting,
Brooks read the
following press
release:

“A routine
scheduled audit
by the Alabama
Department of
Public Examiners
has revealed that
funds in the
amount of
$27,955.80 are missing from the
Coffee County Solid Waste
Facility account. All available
facts have been communicated
to the District Attorney for his
investigation and recommenda-
tion as to action to be taken by
the Coffee County
Commission.”

Following this announce-
ment, commissioners voted to
sign bills and adjourn the meet-
ing, making no other comment.

District Attorney Gary
McAliley said the investigation

began in June of this year. In
January, he said a person paid a
solid waste bill for another indi-
vidual. On June 6, he said that
person contacted county admin-
istrator Wilson Mobley because
his check never cleared the bank
and asked Mobley to check into

the matter.
McAl i ley

s a i d
M o b l e y ’ s
i n q u i r y
showed the
account had
r e c e i v e d
credit but not
deposit was
made. He
said Mobley
began to look
more into the

matter and found that other cus-
tomer’s checks never cleared. At
this point, McAliley said
Mobley reported the situation to
the auditor.

“My office has taken state-
ments from two of the three
individuals who had access to
the receipts,” McAliley said.
“The third person declined to
comment.”

He said that person declined
comment to avoid self-incrimi-
nation. He added the employee
has since been terminated by

county officials.
In regards to the other two

employees, McAliley said his
department was satisfied with
statements they made during
interviews. He also said the two
employees agreed to take a lie
detector test. 

McAliley said the audit and
investigation revealed a small
amount of money missing in
July 2005. However, he said the
main amount of funds missing
began in January 2006 up to
May.

A total of 27 deposits are
missing from the account
including $13,905.35 in cash
and $14,050.45 in checks.
McAliley said the checks were
not cashed and most of the
money missing came from cash
paid on bills by walk-in cus-
tomers.

The investigation currently
remains open, and McAliley
said he plans to take the case to
the Grand Jury and let it decide
if any charges should be filed.

According to officials with
the Alabama Department of
Public Examiners, the audit is
still part of an ongoing investi-
gation. However, once complete
and filed, the audit will be a
matter of public record and open
for public review.

Routine audit reveals funds missing from
Coffee County Solid Waste facility account

by Linda Hodge , Editor

“My office has taken
statements from two
of the three individu-
als who had access to
the receipts,” District
Attorney Gary
McAliley said. “The
third person declined
to comment.”

During Coffee County Commission meeting

Coffee County Water Authority chairman addresses rates

The Coffee County
Commission met Monday, July
24, for the second regular
bimonthly meeting for July and
received an update from the
Coffee County Water Authority
(CCWA).

Charles Lott, chairman of the
Coffee County Water Authority
board, said the authority has
everything operational in
regards to the system’s expan-
sion project. He said Phase I
was completed in September
2004 and Phase II was complet-
ed in May 2006. In all, he said
over 200 miles of pipe was
installed in the county.

Lott said the water authority
has approximately 1,400 water
customers and three full-time
employees. 

“The board members like to
think we’ve completed our main
mission,” said Lott.

He said that mission was to
get water to those who request-
ed it, or at least, to the majority
of them. However, he did
acknowledge there have been
some complaints regarding high
rates for the service. 

Therefore, Lott offered some
reasons for the high rates during
Monday’s meeting.

He said the rate for the first
2,000 gallons of water used is
$18.50 per month. The cost is

$4.50 per thousand for the next
3,000 gallons and $3 per thou-
sand for all over 5,000 gallons
used.

“I believe some of the com-
plaints come from many rural
customers never having had to
pay for such a service,” Lott
said. “They’ve just got to get
accustomed to paying for water
service.” 

In trying to
answer the ques-
tion, “why are
Coffee County
Water Authority
rates so high,”
Lott had the fol-
lowing responses:

• A very large
40-year loan to
repay, even with
the grant money
received;

• A huge area of
Coffee County to
service with 200
miles of pipe is in
the ground requir-
ing fuel and manpower;

• The older water operations
out in the county were started in
the 60s and 70s, and they are
now out of debt and without any
expansion are able to maintain
low rates. When established,
they ran water only on the heavy
populated roads so as to concen-
trate their service area. Those
that did not live on these roads

did not get water. CCWA was
forced to lay lines around these
water systems thus increasing
cost to get water to people on
these roads;

• Have employees to pay,
vehicles that use expensive fuel
and insurance - just to mention a
few daily expenses.

“Try to imagine what water
rates would
be if we were
just starting
C o f f e e
C o u n t y
W a t e r
A u t h o r i t y
today,” Lott
said. “Be
thankful that
you should
have water in
your home in
the event of a
power out-
age.”

Lott said a
lot of long
hours were

put in and a lot of miles were
driven to get this project com-
pleted. He said a lot of people
wanted to see it done, and he
thanked everyone for their help.
Now, he said the main focus for
CCWA will be maintaining and
keeping it up and running.

Following Lott’s presentation,
Commissioner Linda Westbrook
made a motion with a second

from Commissioner Doug
Dalrymple to adopt a resolution
commending the past and pres-
ent members of the Coffee
County Water Authority Board
for their dedication in getting
this project completed. The
motion passed by a unanimous
vote and should be presented
during an August meeting.

Commissioner J.L. Weeks
presented a memorandum dur-
ing Monday’s meeting announc-
ing Enterprise Rescue is willing
to take on emergency medical
response for the area discussed
during the two previous com-
mission meetings. A concern
regarding emergency medical
response time was brought to
the commission by Dr. Rex
Mixson, a resident of County
Road 143.

Weeks said Enterprise Rescue
will service the area in question
for the remainder of Fiscal Year
2006 at no additional cost to the
county. For Fiscal Year 2007, he
said the organization proposed
to cover the area for an addition-
al $750 per month. A motion to
accept this proposal was
approved by commissioners.

Charles Webb, the county’s E-
911 director, said this coverage
area includes some 1,360
homes, five churches, the

by Linda Hodge , Editor

Area Happenings
THE ELBA  MERCHANTS ASSOCIATION will hold a meet-
ing Tuesday, Aug. 1, at 5:30 p.m., at the Olde South Inn, located
on Davis St. in Elba. Several merchants have planned this first
meeting to get together to find like interests in promoting local
businesses. Any merchant from Elba is urged to attend.

THE ZION CHAPEL  BAND BOOSTER ORGANIZATION
will have its monthly meeting Tuesday, Aug. 1, at 7 p.m. in the
band room.  All parents are urged to attend.

ELBA HIGH SCHOOL will hold a seventh grade orientation
Thursday, Aug. 3, at 6 p.m. in the high school auditorium.
Students and parents are encouraged to attend.  Students will pick
up schedules, rent lockers and establish meal accounts. They also
will have a brief tour of the school.

NEW BROCKTON ELEMENT ARY will hold Open House
Thursday, Aug. 3, from 4-7 p.m. At this time, parents can  bring
in school supplies and meet their child’s teacher. All are encour-
aged to attend. For questions, contact the school at 894-6152. The
other county schools also will conduct Open House during this
evening.

Please See CCC, Page 14

GETTING READY TO BUILD A PLAYGROUND... The Elba Playground committee made yet
another step forward in preparing for the construction of the new playground last Saturday, July 22, when
several committee meetings were held during Organization Day. Doug Hanauer, a representative of
Leathers and Associates, was in Elba to discuss the project with committee members. The purpose of
Organization Day was to allow committee members and representatives from Leathers and Associates to
discuss where the project is now and where it needs to be when build week arrives (Sept. 20-24). Hanauer
is shown above discussing the project with prospective site captains for the build. The success of build
week will depend greatly on the many, many community volunteers needed, and that seemed to be the
biggest point Hanauer tried to make as he spoke to those already involved with the project.

“I believe some of
the complaints come
from many rural cus-
tomers never having
had to pay for such a
service,” said Charles
Lott, chairman of the
Coffee County Water
Authority board.
“They’ve just got to
get accustomed to
paying for water
service.” 

In separate cases

Elba Police arrest two individuals for sex-related crimes

The Elba City Council meet-
ing Monday evening was upbeat
until Mayor James Grimes gave
a progress report on the finan-
cial outlook for the next fiscal
year, beginning November 1st,
2006.

Grimes noted the problems he
and the council would be facing
in working an income shortfall
of $175,000 to $200,000 into
the budget for the next year
without cutting necessary serv-
ices to Elba citizens. The mayor
told council members he was
well into planning the new
budget and things just don’t
look good, “It will be a bare
bones budget with no frills at
all.”

The council approved a rec-
ommended amendment to the
employee personnel manual.
This change will give an
employee “light duty work”,
when ordered by a doctor, only
when there is such work avail-
able in the department the work-
er is assigned.

The council also approved a
retail beer off-premises license
to A W Herndon Oil Company.
This company recently pur-
chased the Mr. Henry’s location
at the downtown intersection of
Claxton Avenue and Buford
Street. They had been temporar-
ily operating on the Mr. Henry’s
license while undergoing the
formality of applying for a per-
mit in their company name.

The mayor reported to council
members that work is finally
underway to upgrade the high-
way by Alabama Chip Mill and

Kelley Foods. Turn lanes are
being added and major repairs
on the road surface are planned.
This road, Co Rd 404, connects
the Kinston Highway with
Highway 141 at Curtis.

Police Chief Freddy Hanchey
told council members his
department has recently
received some drug forfeiture
funds. He added this would be
about half the amount needed to
purchase another certified
nonaggressive drug detecting
dog. He also said one of the
police officers has had an offer
from an area automobile dealer
to donate a used SUV (1999
model) to be used with the
canine program.

Hanchey explained he wished
to get a dog cross-trained in
search and rescue to assist in
finding lost children and elderly
citizens that might have wan-
dered off.

According to the chief, drug
possession cases have dropped
drastically since the death of the
last drug dog.

The council approved this
action with the understanding
that the $6,500 charge will
include three weeks of training
and travel expenses for one dog
handler.

The new dog should be on
duty in two or three months.

City Clerk Wayne Grantham
reported that ground work on
the playground at the old high
school site was beginning.
County crews are doing site lev-
eling in anticipation of installa-
tion being done September 20-

by Ferrin Cox , Publisher

During Elba City Council meeting
Mayor shows concern for FY07 budget 
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A LEVEL PLAYING FIELD... During a recent Coffee County
Commission meeting, county officials agreed to assist the City of
Elba with the hauling in and leveling of dirt at the proposed site for
the Elba Community Playground to be built Sept. 20-24.  The early
part of this week found that work underway.


