
Dear Editor,
The Sunrise Rotary Club and
the Coffee County Habitat for
Humanity Board would like to
thank the many individuals who
supported our major fundraiser.
Because of the generous dona-
tions of so many businesses and
individuals we were able to
raise $25,000.
The Sunrise Rotary Club is
sponsoring the fourth Habitat
Home to be built in Coffee
County.  A very deserving fami-
ly has been selected and con-
struction is scheduled to begin
very soon.
Sincerely,
Joel Ellis, Sunrise Rotary
President
Charlene Goolsby, Habitat
Board Chairman

An Open Letter to Brittany
McComb or What Happens in
Vegas Does NOT Stay in
Vegas:
Dear Brittany,

Like the rest of America, I
know you as the courageous
Foothill High School valedicto-
rian with the 4.7 GPA whose
commencement speech men-
tioning God was cut short when
school officials turned off your
microphone.

You don’t know me. I am an
Orthodox Jewish rabbi, author,
and radio talk show host. I live
in Seattle and head an organiza-
tion called Toward Tradition
which defends the Judeo-
Christian values that I consider
vital for our nation’s survival.

We applaud people like you
who stand up for Judeo-
Christian values and we
denounce people like Allen
Lichtenstein, general counsel
for the American Civil Liberties
Union of Nevada. Along with

his organization, he tries to strip
out Judeo Christian values from
America, presumably because
he considers them to be primi-
tive obstacles to progress.

Mr. Lichtenstein encouraged
the school officials to censor
you because your speech ‘pro-
moted religion’. It is really
weird. My Jewish ancestors
stood at the foot of Mount Sinai
three thousand years ago doing
exactly what you are accused of
doing-promoting religion. It
used to be considered a good
thing for Jews to do. Nowadays
we must mostly count on fer-
vent Christians like you to pro-
mote religion. May God bless
you.

You should be proud to have
been viewed as such a menace
that primitive censoring tactics
were resorted to by educational
bureaucrats. You should also be
proud that you conducted your-
self with such dignity that hun-
dreds of your fellow graduates
and their families jeered long
and loud at the petty tyranny of
the school officials.

The last time my microphone
went dead, it was not deliberate.
It as just a technical hitch, but it
was pretty unpleasant. Last
February I was speaking to a
packed Altel Arena in down-
town Little Rock, with Arkansas
Governor, Mike Huckabee. The
microphone was out only for a
few moments but it was most
disconcerting. I can only imag-
ine what you felt when you real-
ized what had happened to you.
I am sure it wasn’t fun but I am
equally sure that you will look
back on that moment as one of
the most educational instants of
all the years you spent at
Foothill High School.

Why do I say your micro-

phone going dead was a great
educational instant? Because it
taught you that the single most
important sculptor of people’s
world views is how they relate
to the God of Abraham, Isaac,
and Jacob. If they recoil in hor-
ror from the God of the Bible,
they become capable of the very
acts they condemn in others-
such as censorship. Having
eliminated the ultimate source
of morality, they set about dis-
mantling Judeo-Christian val-
ues, aiming to convert every
vice into a virtue and every
virtue into a vice.

Maybe you ought to thank
school officials for pulling the
plug on your sound system. In
so doing, they taught you and
everyone else that their world
view is a belief system just as
surely as is yours. Yours is the
Biblical faith of Christianity.
Mine is the Biblical faith of
Judaism. Theirs is the anti-
Biblical faith of secular funda-
mentalism. Mentioning God
nine times in your speech was
heresy to them. We must admit
that in an only-to-be -admired
emulation of medieval funda-
mentalism, they knew they had
to shut you up.

When it was pointed out that
the set of regulations that Clark
County School Board adopted
in 2003 explicitly allowed for
religious expression by student
speakers at graduations, they
had a telling response: your
speech crossed over into the
realm of ‘preaching.’

One can only imagine how
enthusiastically the educrats
would have praised your speech
had you instead preached in
favor of some of the activities
that Las Vegas routinely adver-
tises for the purpose of attract-

ing the dissolute to the degrad-
ing. It would have been fine for
you to have promoted almost
anything in your speech other
than religion.

A canyon cuts through our
culture. It does not separate
blacks from whites; neither does
it separate rich from poor or
men from women. It certainly
does not separate Jews from
Christians. It does, however,
separate those who view Judeo-
Christian values as tribal ves-
tiges that obstruct our march to
Utopia from those of us who see
those Judeo-Christian values as
vital for America’s survival.
There are blacks and whites on
both sides just as there are rich
and poor on both sides. Of
course there are Jews on both
sides too. I am so pleased that
you are on my side. With the
many young Americans, both
Jewish and Christian, who are
deeply devoted to God’s
Biblical blueprint for society,
Mr. Lichtenstein and the ACLU
don’t stand a chance of forcing
their beliefs down our throats.

Good luck at Biola University
next year and always remember
why they turned off your micro-
phone.
Sincerely,
Rabbi Daniel Lapin

Obituaries
ELSIE MILLS

Mrs. Elsie Mills, age 79, of
Enterprise, Ala., died June 27,
2006.  

Funeral services were held
July 1, 2006 at Friendship
Missionary Baptist Church in
Enterprise with Rev. J. Henry
Williams officiating.  Burial fol-
lowed in the Pleasant Grove
Church Cemetery in Enterprise
with Coleman Funeral Home
directing.

Survivors include two daugh-
ters: Lillian and Etricia; two
sons: Lonnie Jr. and Lefridge;
three grandchildren; five great-
grandchildren; three sisters,
Etenise McCarty, Enterprise,
Lillie Edna Tennessee,
Plainfield, N.J.; and Corine
Thomas, Newark, N.J.; three
brothers: Louis K. (Queenelle)
McCarty, Genova (Margaret)
McCarty, Enterprise; and Rev.
Mitchell Ray (Mary Pearl), Fort
Pierce, Fla.

LAWRENCE A. FARRIS JR.
Dr. Lawrence A. Farris Jr.,

age 63, a resident of Ozark, Ala.,
and formerly of Dothan, Ala.,
died Saturday, June 24, 2006, at
his residence.  

Graveside memorial services
will be held at 11 a.m. on Friday,
July 7, 2006, at New Home
Cemetery, Hwy. 189, Elba, Ala.,
with Rev. Billy Rich officiating
and Byrd Funeral Home direct-
ing.

Dr. Farris was preceded in
death by his parents, Lawrence
A. Farris Sr. and Effie Lee Meek
Farris.  

Survivors include his son:
Daniel Farris, Birmingham,

Ala.; two sisters: Sara Tyler,
Montgomery, Ala., and Mary
Etta (husband Don) Lewis,
Dothan, Ala. 

REBECCA AUSTON 
FOSTER

Ms. Rebecca Auston Foster,
age 96, of Opp, Ala., died June
28, 2006.  

Funeral services were held
July 1, 2006 at the Opp Church
of God in Christ with Elder
Devon Feagin officiating.
Burial followed with Coleman
Funeral Home directing.

Ms. Foster was preceded in
death by seven brothers and five
sisters.  

Survivors include one sister:
Queen Ester Ellison; and a
niece: Ovella Cunningham.

ROBERT CROSBY REAM
Mr. Robert Crosby Ream, age

53, died April 20, 2006 in
Orlando, Fla.  

Mr. Ream was preceded in
death by his father, Leo W.
Ream.  

Survivors include his wife:
Rose Ream, Orlando (formerly
Rose Holder of Elba, Ala.); two
daughters: Diane Davis
(Darryl), St. Louis, Mo., Tia
Fournier (Jim). Kissimmee,
Fla.; one son: Jon Ream (Lynn),
St. Cloud, Fla.; his mother:
Beverly Pickering, Houston,
Texas; four brothers: Wayne,
Larry, Darrell and Scott Ream;
one sister: Marti Strickler; and
five grandchildren: Gillian,
Chelsie, Brittany, Ashley and
Anthony. 
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Horizon Vault & Monument
Company, Inc.

Caring service when it matters the most

P.O. Box 678
1614 County Road 359

Elba, AL 36323

(334) 897-8300Locally Owned & Operated by
Heath and Jessica Wyrosdick

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

COLEMAN FUNERAL HOME
and

COLEMAN & SOWELL
MEMORIAL & VAULT

COMPLETE CEMETERY WORK

703 Adams Ave- Elba       &      701 Daleville Ave- Enterprise
(334)897-6148                               (334) 393-6583

PRE-NEED FUNERAL & MONUMENT AVAILABLE
We Serve With Dignity & Care

We now have 2 locations to serve you

FA
X SERVICE 

AVAILABLE
AT 

THE ELBA
CLIPPER

Sanders Earth
Construction

“Dirty work for clean prices”

Services
• Dozer
• Tractor
• Bush hog
• Landscape
• Lawn Care

• Dirt
• Sand
• Gravel
• Backhoe
• Tree Removal

Owned and Operated By:
Jeremy Sanders

Elba, Alabama
Phone

(334) 406-0423
Southern Linc ID

1*87*2825

322 Buford Street 

897-3010 
or

800-894-1880

Florist & Gifts

Pre-need\
funeral

planning now
available at

Hayes
Funeral Home 

for details
Call 897-2225

STEEL ROOFING & SIDING
GALVALUME - GALVANIZED - PAINTED

From 
$995

Per Sq.

GOLDIN METALS, INC.
GULFPORT, MS      800-777-6216

Large Stock                      Prompt Delivery
ROLL UP & SLIDING DOOR SYSTEMS

CUSTOM DESIGNED TRIM • STEEL PURLINS
ACCESSORIES  • INSULATION

Since 1942

WOOD ROOF & FLOOR TRUSSES

I - PIRATES OF THE CARIBBEAN
DEAD MAN’S CHEST (PG-13)

M-THUR  7 Only  -  FRI  7 & 10
SAT 2, 7 & 10  -  SUN  2 & 7

NO PASSES- NO WED. DISCOUNT

I - SUPERMAN RETURNS        (PG-13)
M-THUR  7 Only  -  FRI  7 & 10
SAT 2, 7 & 10  -  SUN  2 & 7

No Passes - No Wed. Discount 

Bargain Matinees Sat. & Sun.
2 p.m. only - all seats - $4.50

*Clark Theatres strictly enforces the “R” Rating System. If you are
under the age of 17, a parent or guardian must come to the box

office to give approval for an “R” rated movie.

Clark Theatres • Enterprise
WEB SITE: www.hollywoodconnector.com 

24 HOUR MOVIE INFO LINE  347-2531
MILITARY DISCOUNT - ALL THEATRES -
ALL TIMES (WITH ACTIVE MILITARY ID
CARD)  1  GUEST TICKET PURCHASE ALLOWED

College Cinema - College Plaza

Westgate Center

Enterprise Shopping Center

III - CARS                                          (G)   
M-F 7 & 9:20 - S&S 2, 7 & 9:20

JULY 7 - 13

II - THE DEVIL WEARS PRADA
(PG-13)

M-F 7:15 & 9:15 - S&S 2:15, 7:15 & 9:15
No Passes - No Wed. Discount 

IV - CLICK                                  (PG-13)
M-F 7:10&9:20 - S&S 2:10, 7:10&9:20

II - PIRATES OF THE CARIBBEAN
DEAD MAN’S CHEST (PG-13)

M-THUR  7:30 Only  -  FRI  7:30 Only
SAT 2:30 & 7:30  -  SUN  2:30 & 7:30

NO PASSES- NO WED. DISCOUNT

III - SUPERMAN RETURNS       (PG-13)
M-THUR  8 Only  -  FRI  8 Only
SAT 2:30 & 8  -  SUN  2:30 & 8

No Passes - No Wed. Discount 

Moving Sale
Saturday, July 8th

7 a.m. - Until
1707 County Rd. 342

(Lee Community)
* From Elba - Go North on

Hwy. 87 to the caution light -
Take a Left onto Cty. Rd. 342 *

Items to include:
Furniture, Appliances, 

Nic-Nacs, Clothes, Toys &
a Little Bit of Everything

on its own merits, taking into
account the extent of losses,
security available and repay-
ment ability.  FSA has a variety
of programs, in addition to the
emergency loan program, to
help eligible farmers recover
from adversity.

Interested farmers may con-
tact their local USDA Service
Centers for further information
on eligibility requirements and
application procedures for these
and other programs. Additional
information is also available
online at:
http://disaster.fsa.usda.gov.

In addition, six Alabama
counties have been approved for
emergency grazing of federal
Conservation Reserve Program
land because of the drought.
The federal program normally
pays farmers to idle land in
order to preserve wildlife habitat
or what is considered fragile
cropland.

The six counties are Bullock,
Covington, Elmore, Geneva,
Montgomery and Pike.

The announcement means that
farmers in those six counties
who are under contract with the
U.S. Department of Agriculture
to maintain the land can use it
for grazing and allow others to
use if for grazing if they choose.

Thursday evening.
Others making donations

included: Terry and Ceina
Spicer, Covenant Community
Church and Ricky and June
Snellgrove. Also, Doug Martin,
speaking on behalf of the Elba
Athletic Club, said the athletic
club in conjunction with
Kiwanis and other organization
has been able during the past
12-months to raise over $6,800
to benefit the playground. He
added that the club hopes to up
that amount to $7,500 in the
near future.

Martin said it has been the
Elba Athletic Club’s pleasure to
work to raise these funds, and
he thanked those involved with
the playground for allowing the
club to participate.

“I commend those who got
this project started,” said Elba
Mayor James Grimes as he
addressed those in attendance.
“I believe the playground will
be a great asset to Elba, and it is
good to see this project moving
forward.”

For more information regard-
ing the Elba Community
Playground project, contact
Laurie Chapman at (334) 897-
1152 or email: lauriechap-
man@charter.net. Those inter-
ested in additional information
also can visit the project’s web-
site at:
www.elbaalabama.net/play-
ground.

The build week for the play-
ground is set for Sept. 20-24.
The playground committee is in

need of volunteers for build
week. A variety of jobs will be
available for volunteers and no
experience is required to partic-
ipate. 

Donations also are still being
accepted, and various play-
ground items remain for sale
including a few pieces of equip-
ment, fence pickets and hand-
print tiles. 

All information regarding
volunteers, donations and/or
items for sale can be acquired
by visiting the project’s website
or by contacting Chapman.

The Jack R. Brunson Familybecame title sponsors of the Elba
Community Playground project Thursday evening, June 29, when a
$10,000 contribution was made on behalf of the late Jack R.
Brunson. Making the presentation during “Picnic for the Park” was
Mr. Brunson’s wife, Edna Brunson, and his son, Jack E. Brunson.
They are shown above with Laurie Chapman (center), general coor-
dinator of the Elba Community Playground project. 

• ABUSING CHEMICAL SUB-
STANCES THROUGH CHRIST
A.R.M.S. addiction recovery ministry
services - Thurs. - 7 p.m. - Ino Baptist
Church. Call 565-3970 or visit the
website: www.inobaptist.com.
• ALCOHOL & DRUG RECOV-
ERY SUPPORT GROUP - every
Tuesday at 6 p.m. - Shiloh Baptist
Church of Elba - Call 897-5037 for
more information
• SOCIAL SECURITY REP . -
Courthouse: 4th Tues. 12:30-1:30. Call
FREE 1-800-772-1213
• ROTARY CLUB - Tuesday @
Noon-First First Baptist Church
Fellowship Hall
• ELBA CITY COUNCI L - 2nd &
4th Monday - 6 p.m.-City Hall
• WATER & ELECTRIC - Tuesday
following 2nd Monday-6 p.m. - City
Hall
• ELBA MINISTERIAL ASSN . -
Tues. - 8 a.m. Elba United Methodist
Church Fellowship Hall
•GRIEF SUPPORT GROUP-every
Monday 6:30 p.m.-Elba United
Methodist Church-enter on side on W.
Davis St.-Maggie Garrett Classroom.
• COFFEE COUNTY COMMIS-
SION  -2nd & 4th Monday -
Community Room in Farm Center
Complex @ New Brockton
• LIONS CLUB - 2nd & 4th Tues -
6:30 p.m.  Senior Citizen Center
• ELBA CITY SCHOOL BOARD -
2nd Tues. - 5:30 p.m. - Supt. Office
• AMERICAN LEGION - 1st
Tuesday of every month-7:00 p.m.
Legion Hall , Troy Hwy, 
• MASONIC LODGE 170 - 1st &
3rd Monday of each month- 7 p.m. -
• BAND BOOSTERS - 1st Mon. - 7
p.m. Band Room @ Elba High School
• VETERANS SERVICE
OFFICER - Mon-Fri. 8-12 noon &
12:30 - 4:30 New Brockton @ Farm
Center Complex 894-5858
• COFFEE COUNTY COON
HUNTERS ASSN.- 3rd Sat. - 3 p.m -
Club House
• COFFEE REPUBLICAN
WOMEN - 3rd Wed. Noon - Po Folks,
Enterprise
• ELBA AIRPORT AUTHORITY -
1st Thursday at 5 P.M., the FBO office
at the Airport
• AARP meets every 3rd Tuesday
night of the month
•ELBA ATHLETIC CLUB - 2nd &
4th Monday - 7 p.m. - Elba High boys 
locker room
• NEW SEASONS STUDY CLUB -
Every 3rd Tuesday at 7 p.m.
• ELBA KIWANIS CLUB - 1st & 3rd
Thursday - 7 a.m.  - Ranch House

BULLETIN BOARD

This space made possible by:
National Security Insurance Co.
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cation teacher at New
Brockton Elementary School to
a sixth grade/collaborative
teacher at New Brockton
Elementary School.

• Employ Sandra Rhodes as a
K-6 special education teacher at
New Brockton Elementary
School.

• Employ Joy Woodford as a
K-6 collaborative teacher at

New Brockton Elementary
School.

• Employ Ashley Sheffield as
a K-6 collaborative teacher at
Zion Chapel School.

• Grant a request from Shasta
Arnett for maternity leave under
the Family Medical Leave Act
beginning August 1, 2006.

• Employ Melissa Jones
Coate as Spanish teacher/librar-
ian at Kinston School pending
verification of Alabama certifi-
cation.

Support
• Accept the resignation of

Teresa Kunkle as CNP worker at
New Brockton Schools.

• Employ Mary Johnson as a
CNP worker at New Brockton
Schools.

• Employ Carla Wollaston as
a bus driver at Kinston School
for the 2006-07 school year.

• Employ Joanna Hawkins as
a LPN at New Brockton High
School.

• Employ Brenda Stuckey as a
LPN/Special Education Aide at
Zion Chapel School.

The next regular meeting for
the Coffee County Board of
Education is scheduled for
Thursday, July 6, at 7 p.m.

*NOTICE*
On Tuesday, July 11, at

1:30 p.m., the voting
machines to be used in the
July 18th Coffee County
Primary Run-Off Election
will be tested. The voting
machine check will be con-
ducted at the Farm Center
Coliseum Building at the
Coffee County Complex,
Hwy 84W, New Brockton.  

The test is open to the
general public and everyone
is invited to attend.  

This testing is pursuant to
§17-24-7 and §17-24-9,
Code of Alabama, 1975 as
amended.


