
School may be out for
Summer, but that doesn’t mean
reading has to wait until classes
resume in August. This
Summer, the Elba Public
Library has plenty of reading
activities for all ages to partici-
pate.

The month of June features a
reading program for children
ages 2, 3 and 4 every Thursday
morning from 10:30 until 11
a.m. with another program from
3:15 until 4 p.m. every
Thursday for Kindergarten through Fourth Grade aged chil-

dren.
In July, the library will host its

annual Summer Reading
Program. The theme for this
year’s program will be
“FUNtastic Reading” and it will
be open to all children (Age 2

through 5th Grade).
Kay Wilson, librarian, said

the participants will read books,
complete craft activities related
to the books, and the children
will be required to keep a list of
all the books they read through-
out the month.

“At the last meeting in July,
those who turn in a book list can
draw for prizes,” Wilson said.
“For the 2,3 and 4-year-old chil-
dren, parents will read the books
to their children and keep a list.”

Children age 2-5 will meet
every Thursday in July at the
library from 10:30 until 11 a.m.
First through Fifth grade aged
children will meet at the library
from 1:30 until 2:30 every
Friday in July.

Wilson said the Summer
Reading Program is a good way
to keep children interested in
reading while they are on sum-
mer break from school. 

Children, however, are not the
only age group activities are
being planned for at the library.

Wilson said the library is
working to establish a book
group for adults that will meet
once a month.

Although small at this point,
the group began meeting last
month and those involved seem
to really be enjoying the new
venture. The adult book group
currently is scheduled to meet
the second Tuesday of each
month at 12 Noon at the library.
Those involved can bring their

A popular playtime event for
young girls continues to be the
tea party. Next week several
young ladies will have an
opportunity not only to attend a
tea party but also to receive a
quick lesson in manners.

The Coffee County office of
the Alabama Cooperative
Extension System and the
Wiregrass Herb Society have
joined forces to bring this spe-
cial event to the county at no
charge.

The event will begin with an
hour teaching session on man-
ners. During the second hour,
the participants will practice
those teachings during a real tea
party complimented by deli-
cious party foods.

According to Peggy Stroud,
workshop coordinator, this is
the first time event for the coun-
ty and everyone involved is
extremely excited.

The manners workshop and
tea party will be held Thursday,
June 23, between the hours of 6-
8 p.m. at the community room
of the county complex in New
Brockton. It is open to young

ladies ages 8 - 14 and is free of
charge.

However, there is a catch.
The workshop has limited

space. Therefore, only the first
30 young ladies who call to reg-
ister will be able to attend. The

deadline for reservations is
Monday, June 20.

Anyone interested in attend-
ing should call the Coffee
County Extension Office at
(334) 894-5596 no later than
Monday, June 20.
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THE GOD AND COUNTRY RALL Y, a patriotic and evangel-
istic event, will be held at the Coffee County Farm Center in New
Brockton on Saturday, June 18, at 7 p.m. Nationally known patri-
otic speaker, Dave Roever, will be the evangelist. Special music
will be presented by the Hillcrest Baptist Church choir from
Enterprise and Fort Rucker’s 98th Army Band Brass Quintet.
Special guest will be Miss Alabama. The event is sponsored by
local churches, Coffee Baptist Association and the Fort Rucker
Chaplains office. For more information, call 894-6411.

THE SOUTHEAST ALABAMA  BEEKEEPERS
ASSOCIATION will hold it’s monthly meeting Thursday, July 7,
at the Coffee County Farm Center. For more information call
Elizabeth Whitaker at 334-894-2077. 

ELBA GENERAL HOSPITAL & NURSING HOME will be
supporting the Elba Prepost Gastric Bypass Support Group
Meetings, every third Tuesday of each month. Meetings will start
at 7 p.m. in the Hospital Conference Room. For any questions
concerning the Support Group Meetings, contact: Cindy Murphy
CDM, CFPP at 334-897-2257 ext. 297 between 8 a.m. - 4 p.m.,
Mon-Fri.

Area Happenings

Please See BOOK, Page 8

Khaylon Windom and Annamarie McLean are looking forward to
participating in the Manners/Tea Party. This educational workshop is
open to young ladies ages 8-14. Space is limited to 30 participants.

Manners workshop/tea party open to young ladies ages 8-14

Class of ‘55 supports Elba playground project

The Elba Playground Project
took a giant step forward in
March of this year when a rep-
resentative of Leathers and
Associates of Ithaca, N.Y.
came to Elba to design the
playground based on sugges-
tions of the local children.

After making a presentation
regarding the design, the proj-
ect hit a crucial phase...fund
raising.

Since that time, project coor-
dinators have been working to
find volunteers for fund raising
and committees. They also
have been working to find
donations, donations, dona-
tions.

One such donation came last
week when members of Elba
High School’s Class of 1955
donated $1,205 for the project. 

According to class vice pres-
ident Kim Dyess, the class
members recently agreed to
donate a minimum of $1,500 to
be applied towards the pur-
chase of a wheelchair access
ramping for the
playground/park complex. 

Dyess said last week’s check
presentation was a first install-
ment with the expectation of
more funds to come.

Jill Dunn, playground proj-
ect coordinator, said a build
date for the playground has
been set for Tuesday, May 2,
through Saturday, May 6,
2006. The playground will be
located on property where the
former Elba High School cur-
rently stands. That building
will be torn down with the
exception of the front facade of
the school which will become
the entrance of the play-
ground/park complex.

An equipment list has been
compiled for the project, and
project coordinators currently
are accepting donations to pur-
chase each item like the wheel-

chair access ramping. 
The equipment list includes:

twisty slide, $3,500; castle
maze, $3,000; tree fort, $2,500;
wheelchair access ramping,
$2,000; vertical tire tunnel
(funhouse), $1,250; wavy slide,
$1,200; rocket, $1,000; rock
climb wall, $1,000; tire swing,
$1,000; wiggle bridge, $950;
climbing net, $950; spiderman
slide, $750; three swings at
$750 each; fire pole, $700; rub-
ber bridge, $650; bouncy
bridge, $550; chain bridge,
$550; train, $500; rings, $475;

monkey bars, $450; walkie-
talkie, $450; rainbow bridge,
$400; 20 trees at $400 each; tot
tunnel, $300; low rings, $300;
two low ladders at $250 each;
wiggle beam, $200; two chin-
up pipes at $150 each; and four
benches at $125 each.

Donations currently can be
made at Windham Lumber
Company or Bradley’s Florist.
Also, anyone wanting to check
on the availability of purchas-
ing a particular item from the
list can call Jill Dunn at (334)
897-3971 (leave message).

by Linda Hodge , Editor

Jill Dunn, playground project coordinator, acceptsa donation
from Kim Dyess, vice president for Elba High School’s Class of
1955. Dyess made the presentation for the class on behalf of class
president Jerry Brown (deceased). The check presentation was
made on the front steps of the former Elba High School building
which will become the entrance for the new playground/park com-
plex. Also present for the check presentation were Class of ‘55
members Paul Morrow and Pat Powell.

Contingent upon Attorney General’s opinion

County Commission approves 20-year lease
agreement for Enterprise Multipurpose Center

The Coffee County
Commission voted Monday,
June 13, to enter a 20-year lease
agreement with the City of
Enterprise regarding the pro-
posed construction of a Senior
Center/Multipurpose Center.
However, the approved resolu-
tion is contingent upon an opin-
ion from the state’s attorney
general.

Enterprise Mayor Kenneth
Boswell addressed county com-
missioners during Monday’s
meeting and said the city has
chosen Waid, Parrish and
Associates as the architect for
the proposed multipurpose cen-
ter project.

He said the project will devel-
op at 24,546 sq. ft. facility with
5,000 sq. ft. designed for the
senior citizens center. The
remaining 19,546 sq. ft. will be
utilized for a multipurpose cen-
ter in which Boswell said will
hold a capacity of 808 people in
a round table seating environ-
ment or 1,326 people in an audi-
torium-type setting.

In a previous meeting, the
commission approved a com-

mitment of $50,000 per year for
three years towards the project.
On Monday, Boswell said he
was requesting commissioners
look at going from a three year
limit to 20 years bringing the
total monetary commitment to
$1 million. 

He said the county could enter
a lease agreement with the city
for the senior citizens and multi-
purpose center. The mayor also
said the city could help with
financing, but also asked the
county assist with some on-site
preparation of the construction
site.

Boswell said he knew he was
asking for a lot, but he feels the
center will benefit not only the
citizens of Enterprise but Coffee
County as a whole. He contin-
ued by saying 48 percent of the
voting population lives within
the Enterprise City Limits.

The overall cost of the project
is estimated at $2.5 million, and
Boswell said ADECA (Alabama
Department of Economic and
Community Affairs) has award-
ed a $250,000 grant for the sen-
ior citizens center.

Commissioner Robert
Stephens offered a motion to

bring the matter up at the next
working group session and vote
on it at the next meeting. He
said he felt more time was need-
ed to discuss the matter and
check to be sure the county can
legally enter the 20-year agree-
ment. His motion received a
second from Commissioner

by Linda Hodge , Editor
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Elba Public Library offers variety of reading programs for all ages

County receives
funds to improve
County Road 415

State Representative Terry
Spicer and State Senator Jimmy
Holley recently announced
Coffee County will receive
$200,000 in reallocated funds
that will be used to make
improvements to County Road
415.

Governor Bob Riley author-
ized the use of the reallocated
Federal Aid Funds for leveling
and resurfacing a 4.5-mile sec-
tion of County Road 415 from
State Road 189 to the Covington
County line.

“I would like to thank
Governor Riley for releasing
this money,” Holley said.
“Coffee County hasn’t received
any funding of this type for sev-
eral years.”

Spicer said obtaining the
funding was a team effort
involving county and state offi-
cials.

“County Engineer Randy
Tindell spelled out the need to
officials with the Alabama
Department of Transportation,”
said Spicer. “Senator Holley and
I made sure that Governor Riley
and Transportation Department
director Joe McInnis understood
the funds were truly needed. We
certainly appreciate that they
recognized the need.”

ENTERPRISE MAYOR KENNETH BOSWELL explains plans
for the Senior Citizen/ Multipurpose Center to be built in Enterprise.
Boswell asked county commissioners to approve a resolution during
the Monday, June 13, meeting to enter a 20-year lease agreement
with the City of Enterprise at $50,000 per year. By entering the
agreement, Boswell said the county would have access to the build-
ing, at no charge, to hold various events.

Kay Wilson, Ella Kate Ham, Nell Gilmer and Doris Bedsole enjoy participating in the Elba Public
Library’s new book group for adults. They encourage others to join the group.
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