
The New Brockton Town
Council conducted a very rou-
tine meeting Monday evening,
April 3, with the police report
gaining the most attention.

Some council members
seemed shocked by the number
of written warnings issued dur-
ing the month of March in addi-
tion to actual traffic citations.

Police Chief Dale Grimes said
the department issued a total of
27 traffic citations (pay tickets)
during the month of March.
Citations included: two for driv-
ing under the influence, seven
for speeding, four for a revoked
driver’s license, three for viola-
tion of the seat belt law, five for
violation of the insurance law,
one for improper passing and
five for no insurance.

Grimes said the town often
receives complaints that the
police department is giving
everyone they stop a pay ticket;
therefore, in an attempt to prove
otherwise, he also presented a
report on written warnings
issued during the month of
March. With these warnings, he
said the offender does not pay
anything nor does the offense go
against his/her driving record. It
is simply a warning.

During the month, Grimes
said the department issued the
106 written warnings to include:
41 for speeding, 12 for no insur-
ance, five for no driver’s

license, two for running a stop
sign, one for a suspended dri-
ver’s license, two for improper
headlights, two for driving on
the wrong side of the road, one
for no tag, one for an expired
tag, one for improper lane use,
four for seat belt violation and
34 for defective equipment vio-
lation.

Mayor Charles Cole said the
majority of (pay) tickets written
by the department seem to be to
violators well over the legal
speed limit; however, he cau-
tioned that a motorist only a few
miles over the speed limit is still
breaking the law.

Council member Vicky
Harrison said it seemed like
officers had someone stopped
every time she was out last
week, and she seemed con-
cerned about the numbers. 

Grimes said the reasoning
behind the ticket/warning com-
parison was to again assure
everyone that officers are not
writing every violator a pay
citation, but speeding and other
violations continue to be a prob-
lem.

Mayor Cole encouraged

In its first award announce-
ment of 2006, the Carnegie
Hero Fund Commission recent-
ly named 20 individuals as
recipients of the Carnegie
Medal. 

The medal is given through-
out the United States and
Canada to those who risk their
lives to an extraordinary degree
while saving or attempting to
save the lives of others.

One of the awardees, Leslie
Joseph Staniowski died in the
performance of his act.
Staniowski, 51, of North Las
Vegas, Nev., was felled by a
gunman on April 1, 2004, when

he attempted to restrain the man,
who was shooting at a bartender
in a Las Vegas casino. 

Two Elba residents were

among those cited by the
Commission. 

Wesley E. DeVane and
Johnny P. Senn, both of Elba,

rescued Justin A. Wilks from
burning Nov. 12, 2004 in Spring
Hill, Ala. 

Semiconscious, Wilks, age
21, was trapped in the driver’s
seat of a burning pickup truck
after a highway accident at
night. Traveling together on the
same road, DeVane, age 40,
transportation supervisor, and a
friend, Senn, age 39, an off-duty
state trooper, responded to the
scene. 

Hearing Wilks scream, they
went to the driver’s door of the
truck, despite flames issuing
from its front end and leaking
gasoline on the pavement.
DeVane forced open the door,
then extended his upper body
into the truck and released
Wilks’s safety belt. Senn like-
wise reached into the truck and

Several members of the Elba
High School Class of 1952 gath-
ered for lunch Saturday, April 1,
and presented a check for
$2,195 to Jill Dunn, Kiwanis
Club and Elba Playground com-
mittee member.  

The class members chose to
present the check to Dunn since
the new playground was her
idea of adding something to the
City of Elba that would benefit
children of the surrounding area.
Dunn has been taking her chil-
dren to Andalusia to play on a
playground similar to the one to
be built in Elba, designed by
playground designer Leathers
and Associates.

Members of the Class of 1952
were asked to make a contribu-
tion to help build the play-
ground by class member and
playground committee member
Nell Gilmer. They are now chal-
lenging other classes to top their
contribution.  

The Class of 1955 is close
behind with $2,175.50.  Other
classes making donations are
1957 ($895), 1950 ($450) and
$50 from a member of the Class
of 1985.  

Donations and pledges for the
playground now exceed
$60,000.  In addition to this,
grants have been applied for in
the amount of $60,000 and are
pending approval.  

The playground will be built
the week of Sept. 19-23.
Volunteers are needed to help
with construction, childcare and
food preparation and service.  

Progress is being made on
getting the old high school site
prepared for the playground.
Once the front part of the west
wing is torn down, as well as the
building in front of the old gym,
dirt will be hauled in and the
area leveled.  

For more information on the
playground, visit the website at:

www.elbaalabama.net/play-
ground. 

The Elba Kiwanis Club is
sponsoring the playground proj-
ect.  Kiwanis Clubs everywhere
are initiating projects to benefit
children, their number one pri-
ority.  To become a member of
the Elba Kiwanis Club, contact
Tim Gunnells, president, 897-
2057, or Nell Gilmer, secretary,
897-1255. 

The Elba Kiwanis Club meets
every 1st and 3rd Thursday, 7-8
a.m., at the Ranch House.

Bethany Dye
honored with
bridal shower
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REMINDER
Chapter Two of “Taking

the Train” is located on Page
12 of today’s paper.
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A sheriff’s department and
county jail that will not only
make the citizens of Coffee
County proud but will also be
respected statewide: that is the
goal Lance Tindol says he
aspires to achieve as the next
Sheriff of Coffee County.

Tindol announced this week
that he will seek the Democratic
nomination for Coffee County
Sheriff in the June 6 primary. 

Tindol said he believes his
experience in law enforcement

and his dedication to the citizens
of Coffee County will enable
him to create a sheriff’s depart-
ment and county jail that all of
Coffee County can take pride in.

The 35-year-old life-long res-
ident of Coffee
County is the son
of Laymon Tindol
and Edith Tindol.
Lance is married
to the former
Misty Kelley of
Elba. Lance and
Misty are expect-
ing their first child
in July and reside
in Enterprise.
They attend Ino
Baptist Church.

Tindol, a 1988
graduate of Elba High School,
attended Enterprise State Junior
College and graduated from the
Alabama Police Academy,
Selma, Ala., in November 1999.
He began his law enforcement
career in 1998 as a patrol officer
with the Elba Police
Department.  

Tindol accepted a position as
a judicial assistant with the State
of Alabama in 2000.  In this
position he served as assistant
for the District and Circuit
Courts of Coffee County.
Tindol was hired by the Coffee
County Sheriff’s Department in

October 2001.  During his
career with the sheriff’s depart-
ment, Tindol has served in the
position of deputy sheriff and
sergeant.

Tindol feels his experience in
city and county law
enforcement and
the judicial system
of Coffee County
make him the most
experienced candi-
date for the office
of Sheriff.

Throughout his
career, Tindol has
attended numerous
professional devel-
opment courses to
include narcotic
interdiction, crime

scene investigation and preser-
vation, counterdrug aviation
operations, criminal interdiction
and officer safety, supervision,
prosecution of DUI cases,
chemical weapons, field sobri-
ety testing, courthouse safety
and methamphetamine laborato-
ry clean-up and processing.

If elected Sheriff, Tindol said
he plans to focus on many areas
of the sheriff’s department and
county jail in order to achieve
his ultimate goal of creating a
sheriff’s department and county

THE COFFEE COUNTY  DEMOCRATIC PARTY has
announced that qualifying for election year 2006 is underway and
will continue up until Friday, April 7, at 3 p.m. Anyone interest-
ed in qualifying as a Democrat for any of the upcoming elections
may contact Eddie Vaughan at (334) 897-2273, ext. 209 or (334)
897-0395 anytime.

THE ELBA  PUBLIC LIBRAR Y will be open on Saturdays
from 9 a.m. until 5 p.m. beginning Saturday, April 8.

COFFEE COUNTY EDUCATION RETIREES’
ASSOCIATION will meet Tuesday, April 11, at 11 a.m. in New
Brockton at the Coffee County Farm Center Community Room.
Enterprise Police Officer Cindy Dunaway will present the pro-
gram, Protecting Yourself. 2006-2008 officers will be installed.
Members should call Sylvia Padgett (897-5324) or Judy
Killingsworth (897-6974) to make reservations for the meal. This
will be the last meeting until September. 

Area Happenings

Lance Tindol announces candidacy for Office of Sheriff
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Lance Tindol

Through mock accident demonstration

Students watch tragedy unfold
Elba High School juniors and

seniors got more than they real-
ly expected last Wednesday
morning, March 29, when they
attended an annual “prom prom-
ise” assembly.

In year’s past, the assembly
has allowed emergency person-
nel to speak to students regard-
ing the dangers of drinking and
driving before students sign a
“prom promise” pledging not to
drink and drive during prom
activities. The request remained
the same this year, but the mes-
sage was much stronger.

Instead of the routine talk and
promise, the juniors and seniors
were hit head-on with a very
realistic demonstration of a
mock accident.

The scene was set for the
audience through the playing of
an audio recording. As the
sound of screeching tires filled
the air, student participants
uncovered two wrecked vehi-
cles revealing some of their fel-
low classmates as accident vic-
tims.

The mood of the student audi-
ence seemed rather upbeat at
this point as some chuckles
could be heard; however, that
mood quickly changed as emer-
gency personnel began respond-
ing to the scene.

Officers from the Elba Police

Department were the first to
respond after the accident was
reported. They quickly began
assessing the situation and
found injuries ranging from
minor to life threatening.

Coffee County EMS and the
Elba Fire Department also
responded to the scene of the
accident. All emergency person-
nel worked together to remove
the victims from the vehicles
and administer the necessary
treatments. 

Two victims of the mock acci-
dent died at the scene, and
Coffee County Coroner Marvin
McILwain responded.

As the demonstration contin-
ued to unfold, the audience
seemingly got quieter and qui-
eter with the mood becoming
very solemn. The appearance of
some students became teary-
eyed as they watched their fel-

by Linda Hodge , Editor

ELBA HIGH SCHOOL JUNIORS AND SENIORS became very
engrossed as they watched the events of the mock accident unfold
before them last Wednesday morning. Many of the students’ expres-
sions drasticly changed as they watched the very realistic portrayals
of the emergency personnel and victims.

A PICTURE WORTH A THOUSAND WORDS... The mock accident demonstration ended on a very
solemn note last Wednesday morning, March 29, as the student audience and emergency personnel
watched a hearse leave the scene with a deceased victim aboard. The purpose of the demonstration was to
help students better understand the consequences of driving drunk and recklessly, and event coordinators
tried to cover every angle of a tragic accident with this demonstration. School Resource Officer Dean Blair
and Coffee County Coroner Marvin McILwain are shown watching the hearse leave the scene. Additional
scenes from the mock accident can be found on Page 13 of today’s paper.

Those on hand for the check presentationincluded: (front row)
Phil and June Hamm, Janice Hudson, Nell Gilmer and Jill Dunn;
(back row) Tellis Hudson, Edward Wilkes, Ralph Crocker, Floyd
Griffin, Peggy Cain, Donald Hudson and Betty Lewis. Not pic-
tured: Peggy Gullion).

EHS Class of 1952 presents check for playground

Carnegie Hero Fund Commission cites two local men for heroism

During New Brockton Town Council meeting

Police Chief’s report reflects busy month for department
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