While much progress has been made, volunteers and donations still atop needs list

Elba Playground Project only four months away from proposed build week

- - design as suggested by the local “We will be having a fund [0
by Linda Hodge , Editor youth. This meeting alsoraiser in the Spring, but the
Fund raising for the Elba revealed thatin order for Elba todetails are not yet nailed down,’
playground project receivedmeet the playground needsshe said. “Also, we are trying tg
much attention during 2005, andfund raising would have to be apartner with several other majo
as 2006 begins, fund raising willtop priority. businesses to get three or fou
remain a top priority. However, The Kiwanis Club of Elba and more ‘title sponsors’ (gifts of
other wheels also will begin several other interested citizens$10,000 or more).” S
turning as the project's muchquickly made it a priority to  For those who want to make
anticipated May build week make sure the project became donations to the playgrounc
draws closer. reality. A playground committee project other than monetary,
The project began makingwas formed, and all plansChapman said the project haf
progress in early March 2005focused on a build date of Mayreached the point where othefEs
when John Dean, a representa2006. needs are beginning to surfacef==
tive from Leathers and According to playground With the build week now only
Associates of Ithaca, N.Y., visit- committee  board memberfour months away (May 2-6
ed Elba to help design theLaurie Chapman, at least $962006), Chapman said it is tim
desired playground. During his709.41 is needed to build thefor volunteers to begin signin
visit, Dean interviewed approxi- desired playground. At thisup to help with the build. Sh
mately 400 children and usedpoint, she said $53,290.59 hasaid volunteers are needed for

ideas from the children in been raised. wide array of things including ek
designing the proposed play- While the playground com- construction, food preparatio A 3,
ground. mittee still needs the help of theand service and childcare - ju T &
Once he completed the inter-community in raising the to name a few. THE SITE CLEARING PROCESS is progressing at the old Elba High School location to make !

views and design plans, localremaining funds, Chapman said Chapman said the committe¢for the construction of the proposed Elba Playground designed in March 2006 by representa
citizens were invited to hear athe committee also currently isalso is looking for people inter-| eathers and Associates of Ithaca, N.Y. The playground design is created from suggestions by
presentation on the project ancapplying for grants that will ested and able to donate “gifts itg|ba children. In order to keep a bit of the old in with the new, the front facade of the old high |
get a first hand look at thehopefully bring in extra funds. kind.” She said this includesijs part of the playground’s design. It reportedly will serve as an entrance into the playground.
- donations of nuts, bolts, nails.fund raising continues for the playground project, the build date is scheduled for the week of M
shingles, trees, tires for the tirep006. Local residents are encouraged to volunteer their time during the build week.
swings, lumber products, etc.
“We also are seeking people According to Chapman, thisone excited and to let themply in need of additional infor-
that may be willing to let us bor- website is filled with lots of know everything that is going mation regarding the play
row their tools for the build,” valuable information regardingon with the playground,” she ground project is encourage

Chapman said. “The policy is tothis project. said. either visit the website a
return the tools in as good or “We will have a “rally” of  Anyone interested in volun- www.elbaalabama.net/play
better condition.” volunteers some time in Januaryteering for the build week, mak-ground or contact Laurie

In regards to the “gifts in or early February to get every-ing any type of donation or sim-Chapman at (334) 897-1152.
kind” and tools, Chapmas said ¢ -
materials st and ool st eeci NEW pOStage rates effective January 8
have been created, and she can

provide that information to ary- A new year often brings
one interested in making thzsichanges, and customers of th
type donations. U.S. Postal Service will experi-

remind those interested in sup 3econd week of 2006. -
porting the playground project An approximate 5.4 percent
that several items are for sale o @cross-the-board increase i | E—
an on-going basis, and the comMost postal rates will take effec
mittee would appreciate all Sup.Sunday, Jan. 8. _ 33
port. The items on sale include _The rate increase - the firs R
handprint tiles ($35), picketsSince 2002 - reportedly is need
($25) and playground equip-ed to fulfill the requirement of al
ment ($400-$950 for the stufffederal law passed in 2003. Th
= that is left). law requires the Postal ngc
: . it Also, she said the website folt0 establish a $3.1 billion
On behalf of the Wachovia Foundation Tonya Jones (left) pres-the playground project has bee/€SCrow account, with use of the
ents Laurie Chapman (right) with a $2,500 grant check designatidlily re-done, and she urge:funds to be determined by
for the purchase of a vertical tire tunnel and wavy slide for the Efgsryone to visit the site at;Congress at a later date.
Playground. The items were included on an equipment needsylighy.elbaalabama.net/play = According to the postal serv-f
created for the proposed playground scheduled to be built this ygjund ice, it would not have been nec
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