
Fund raising for the Elba
playground project received
much attention during 2005, and
as 2006 begins, fund raising will
remain a top priority. However,
other wheels also will begin
turning as the project’s much
anticipated May build week
draws closer. 

The project began making
progress in early March 2005
when John Dean, a representa-
tive from Leathers and
Associates of Ithaca, N.Y., visit-
ed Elba to help design the
desired playground. During his
visit, Dean interviewed approxi-
mately 400 children and used
ideas from the children in
designing the proposed play-
ground. 

Once he completed the inter-
views and design plans, local
citizens were invited to hear a
presentation on the project and
get a first hand look at the

design as suggested by the local
youth. This meeting also
revealed that in order for Elba to
meet the playground needs,
fund raising would have to be a
top priority. 

The Kiwanis Club of Elba and
several other interested citizens
quickly made it a priority to
make sure the project became a
reality. A playground committee
was formed, and all plans
focused on a build date of May
2006.

According to playground
committee board member
Laurie Chapman, at least $96,
709.41 is needed to build the
desired playground. At this
point, she said $53,290.59 has
been raised.

While the playground com-
mittee still needs the help of the
community in raising the
remaining funds, Chapman said
the committee also currently is
applying for grants that will
hopefully bring in extra funds.

“We will be having a fund
raiser in the Spring, but the
details are not yet nailed down,”
she said. “Also, we are trying to
partner with several other major
businesses to get three or four
more ‘title sponsors’ (gifts of
$10,000 or more).”

For those who want to make
donations to the playground
project other than monetary,
Chapman said the project has
reached the point where other
needs are beginning to surface.

With the build week now only
four months away (May 2-6,
2006), Chapman said it is time
for volunteers to begin signing
up to help with the build. She
said volunteers are needed for a
wide array of things including:
construction, food preparation
and service and childcare - just
to name a few.

Chapman said the committee
also is looking for people inter-
ested and able to donate “gifts in
kind.” She said this includes
donations of nuts, bolts, nails,
shingles, trees, tires for the tire
swings, lumber products, etc. 

“We also are seeking people
that may be willing to let us bor-
row their tools for the build,”
Chapman said. “The policy is to
return the tools in as good or
better condition.”

In regards to the “gifts in
kind” and tools, Chapmas said a
materials list and tool list each
have been created, and she can
provide that information to any-
one interested in making these
type donations.

Chapman also continues to
remind those interested in sup-
porting the playground project
that several items are for sale on
an on-going basis, and the com-
mittee would appreciate all sup-
port. The items on sale include:
handprint tiles ($35), pickets
($25) and playground equip-
ment ($400-$950 for the stuff
that is left).

Also, she said the website for
the playground project has been
totally re-done, and she urges
everyone to visit the site at:
www.elbaalabama.net/play-
ground. 

According to Chapman, this
website is filled with lots of
valuable information regarding
this project.

“We will have a “rally” of
volunteers some time in January
or early February to get every-

one excited and to let them
know everything that is going
on with the playground,” she
said.

Anyone interested in volun-
teering for the build week, mak-
ing any type of donation or sim-

ply in need of additional infor-
mation regarding the play-
ground project is encouraged
either visit the website at
www.elbaalabama.net/play-
ground or contact Laurie
Chapman at (334) 897-1152.
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While much progress has been made, volunteers and donations still atop needs list

Elba Playground Project only four months away from proposed build week

THE SITE CLEARING PROCESS is progressing at the old Elba High School location to make way
for the construction of the proposed Elba Playground designed in March 2006 by representatives of
Leathers and Associates of Ithaca, N.Y. The playground design is created from suggestions by many of
Elba children. In order to keep a bit of the old in with the new, the front facade of the old high school
is part of the playground’s design. It reportedly will serve as an entrance into the playground. While
fund raising continues for the playground project, the build date is scheduled for the week of May 2-6,
2006. Local residents are encouraged to volunteer their time during the build week. 

On behalf of the Wachovia Foundation, Tonya Jones (left) pres-
ents Laurie Chapman (right) with a $2,500 grant check designated
for the purchase of a vertical tire tunnel and wavy slide for the Elba
Playground. The items were included on an equipment needs list
created for the proposed playground scheduled to be built this year.

A new year often brings
changes, and customers of the
U.S. Postal Service will experi-
ence several changes in only the
second week of 2006.

An approximate 5.4 percent
across-the-board increase in
most postal rates will take effect
Sunday, Jan. 8.

The rate increase - the first
since 2002 - reportedly is need-
ed to fulfill the requirement of a
federal law passed in 2003. The
law requires the Postal Service
to establish a $3.1 billion
escrow account, with use of the
funds to be determined by
Congress at a later date. 

According to the postal serv-
ice, it would not have been nec-
essary to raise the rates in 2006
without this federal mandate.

Among the rate adjustments,
the single-piece rate for First-
Class Mail will increase from 37
cents to 39 cents, and the post-
card rate will increase by one
cent to 24 cents.

“These increases will allow
the Postal Service to meet the
obligation established by
Congress to place funds in
escrow in 2006,” said Jim
Miller, chairman of the Postal
Service’s Board of Governors.

Adell Johnson Jr., postmaster
of the U.S. Postal Office in
Elba, said everything has been
ordered and is already on hand
for the upcoming changes. He
said he expects the Jan. 8th rate
increase to be a smooth transac-

tion on the local level.
Johnson also said that individ-

uals with extra 37 cent stamps
will still be able to use those
after Jan. 8 as long as they also
include a 2 cent stamp on the
First-Class mail. He said plenty
of 2-cent stamps are available

for purchase at the office.
International rates, which are

determined separately from
domestic prices, will be adjusted
to coincide with the domestic
rate changes. International rates
have not been adjusted since
January 2001.

Area Happenings
THE COFFEE COUNTY BOARD OF EDUCATION will
hold its regular monthly meeting Thursday, Jan. 5, at 7 p.m. at the
board of education office in Elba.

THE COFFEE COUNTY COMMISSION will hold it regular
bimonthly meeting Monday, Jan. 9, at 9 a.m. in the community
room of the county complex in New Brockton.

THE NEW BROCKTON TOWN COUNCIL will hold its reg-
ular monthly meeting Monday, Jan. 9, at 7 p.m. at the town hall
office.

THE COFFEE COUNTY ARTS ALLIANCE will present
“Red, Hot...& Blue!” Tuesday, Jan. 17, at 7:30 p.m. at Enterprise
High School. In Elba, tickets may be obtained from Bradley’s
Florist and Gift.

THE COFFEE COUNTY  FORESTRY SCHOLARSHIP
PROGRAM will hold its annual pageant Sunday, Feb. 12, at the
Enterprise Civic Center at 2:30 p.m. 

Feeand ServiceChanges

Certified Mail

Delivery Confirmation (Priority)

Delivery Confirmation (First Class
Parcels)

Return Receipt (Original Signature)

Return Receipt (Electronic)

Money Orders (up to $500)

Current

$2.30

45¢

55¢

$1.75

$1.30

90¢ 95¢

$1.35

$1.85

60¢

50¢

$2.40

New

SelectedRate Changes

First-Class Letter (1 oz.)

First-Class Letter (2 oz.)

Postcard

Priority Mail (1 lb.)

Express Mail (1/2 lb.)

Express Mail (2 lb.)

Current

37¢

60¢

23¢

$3.85

$13.65

$17.85 $18.80

$14.40

$4.05

24¢

63¢

39¢

New

New postage rates effective January 8

Adell Johnson Jr., postmaster of the U.S. Postal Office in Elba,
said his office and employees are ready to serve the public in
regards to the upcoming postage rate increase. Johnson said the Elba
office has the necessary supplies on hand to help make the transition
a smooth process for customers.

A special called Elba School
Board meeting was held on
Thursday, December 29th. 

Superintendent Danny Weeks
apologized to the board for the
special call but explained the
need to hire two new staff mem-
bers before the first of the year.

Mike Bucklew, a 22-year vet-
eran of the Straughn school sys-
tem in Covington County, was

recommended and unanimously
hired to fill the previously
advertised  high school social
studies and coaching position.

Weeks said there were three
applications for the position but
Bucklew was the only applicant
that was certified as “Highly
Qualified”.

Bucklew will fill the teaching
position previously held by Tim
Brown. Brown is transferring
from the high school to the ele-

mentary school as a PE teacher. 
Brown was an experienced

Social Studies teacher, but was
not certified as “Highly
Qualified” in that field, Weeks
explained. Mr. Brown is replac-
ing recently retired Frank
Phillips Jr. at the elementary
school.

Elsie Capes was hired as a
special education aide. 

Again Weeks explained this
move with the reminder that
Vicki Bandstra recently retired.
He added that the remaining
certified teachers can handle the
special ed group(s) with the
help of a strong aide such as
Capes.

Elba BOE holds special called meeting to fill positions
by Ferrin Cox , Publisher

U. S. Sen. Richard C. Shelby
(R-Ala.) will join the residents
of Dale and Coffee counties for
a county visit
on Monday,
Jan. 16, at
7:30 a.m. 

The county
visit, which is
open to the
public, will
take place at
the Army
Aviation Museum on Ft.
Rucker, located on Novasel
Avenue, Building 6000. 

Sen. Shelby will discuss his
legislative agenda for the 109th
Congress as well as important
issues facing the nation and the
state of Alabama.  Following his
remarks, Sen. Shelby will open
the floor to questions and com-
ments from those in attendance.

Sen. Shelby said, “Over the
years, these meetings have pro-
vided an excellent opportunity
for area residents to listen and
voice their opinions on the

activities of our government.
This will be a great chance to
discuss the important issues fac-
ing our state and our nation as
the 109th Congress recon-
venes.”

Sen. Shelby has held nearly
1300 county visits since being
elected to serve the state of
Alabama.  As part of his com-
mitment to Alabamians, Sen.
Shelby holds a meeting in each
county once a year. 

Sen. Richard Shelby to address
Coffee and Dale county residents

NOTICE
A “Ring in the New Year

Bazaar” will be held
Saturday, Jan. 14, in New
Brockton from 10 a.m. until
at the New Brockton Park.

For information, contact
Gayle White (334) 308-9829
or Jeraldine Smith (334)
894-0590. 

The event is sponsored by
the Warren Smith School
reunion.

The Elba Clipper


